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Introducing the China Immersion Tour students! 
 
March 17, 2016 

 
Here’s a quick introduction to the students headed off on the China Immersion Tour! 
 
SOPHIE: I’m Sophie and I’m a second year Economics and Political Science & International 
Relations student. I am really interested in learning about Chinese culture and just started 
learning Mandarin. I am very excited to be part of the process that will bring our universities 
closer together and to teach new students about the Aussies uni lifestyle. 
Fun Fact: I speak a little bit of Hungarian. 

TYLER: I’m Tyler Reysenbach, a second year commerce student. Currently I am majoring in 
Accounting and Economics. I joined the China Study tour to help foster integration and 
cross-cultural understanding with international and domestic students. 

Fun Fact: I love making origami cranes. 

GEORGIA: Hi, my name is Georgie and I am a third year Commerce student, majoring in 
Marketing and Management. I’m interested in going on the Tour because I think there’s so 
much to learn from having a variety of views from different cultures in our classes. I am keen 
to learn more about Chinese culture and the best ways we can promote cross-cultural 
learning at UWA to enhance the experience of both domestic and international students alike 
and I think the UWA Business School has the potential to become one of the leaders in this 
area. 

Fun Fact: I’m a competitive javelin thrower! 

RAY: Hi, my name is Ray. I’m an international student studying at the University of Western 
Australia and I’m originally from Singapore. I’m currently studying a Bachelor of Commerce 
majoring in Economics and Business Law. I’m interested in the tour, because I feel that this 
gives me an opportunity to gain global perspective on the different methods that students 
learn in China. I also feel that the internationalization of higher education is an important 
aspect of preparing students for the ever-changing business landscape. 

Fun Fact: I used to train as a boxer. 



EMMELYN: My name is Emmelyn and I’m in my third year of studying Economics, 
Marketing, and Chinese. I’m really excited to be going on the China tour because I think it’s 
really important to help incoming students from China integrate and settle into Perth life, and 
I want to help them do this. 

I’m eager to meet students from China to not only teach them about life in Australia, but also 
to learn about Chinese culture and life from them (and practise my Chinese!) 

Fun Fact: I run a consulting business with two friends and I play the piano. 

JAMES: Hi, my name is James Bentley and I study Accounting and Finance at the University 
of Western Australia. I believe that a lot can be done to improve the integration process 
between International and Domestic students and I would love to be a part of doing so, to 
create a more diverse and collaborative environment at UWA. I believe that improving ties 
between International and Domestic students will create a more exciting and interesting 
learning environment for all students. 

Fun Fact: Once when I was 3 years old, I ate a snail. 

 HENRY: Hey, I’m Henry.  I am a Commerce student at UWA, studying Finance and 
Management. I’m a basketball referee and I love bike riding around in my spare time. 

Fun Fact: My grandma lives with me! 

TOM: Hi, my name is Tom. I’m studying a double major in Marketing and Management as 
well as a diploma in Chinese. I first went to China when I was seventeen. I spent a year 
there and ended up really falling in love with the place. 

Fun Fact: I am addicted to sausage sizzles and I can hold my breath under water for 3 
minutes.  

 

Preparation Recap: Intercultural Potential, 
Courageous Conversations and Red Chilli Sichuan 
April 13, 2016 

Here’s a quick recap of what we’ve been doing to prepare over the last couple of weeks! 

After completing individual Intercultural Potential Surveys, we discussed and interpreted the 
results with Professor Cristina Gibson. This was focused on showing us our levels of 
intercultural competency and leadership, and aimed to explain how we can further develop 
ourselves in these areas. There was a focus on contrasting the results of the group with 
trends seen in businessmen and women in Australia, China and our birth countries. There 
were definitely some areas where we aligned more with the culture patterns seen in Chinese 
businessmen and women, and others where we were more like the typical Aussie 
stereotype. It will be extremely interesting to complete the survey again once we return and 
compare the differences. 

This session was run by Malcolm Fialho, who was kind enough to come in and pack his 
Courageous Conversations seminar, which normally runs for a full day, into two thought 
provoking hours. This was an excellent way to have discussions focused solely on race, our 
differing racial backgrounds and how race has affected all of us in different ways throughout 
our lives. 

Last week we met with some students from GUFE and SDUW for dinner at an authentic 
Chinese restaurant, Red Chilli Sichuan. It was a great time to ask them about their concerns 
they had when moving to Perth and starting study at UWA, as well as doubling our WeChat 
contact lists and sticker collections. 



  
Only four days to go!  

 

Day One! 
April 20, 2016 

 

Our first stop was a twelve-hour layover in Hong Kong. 

 

The first thing you notice about HK is the skyline. It’s a stunning collections of skyscrapers, 
and home to some of the tallest buildings in the world. It’s also hard to miss how green the 
city is. It seems everything is next to a skyscraper that is so tall it disappears into the clouds, 
by the ocean or balanced precariously greener-than-green mountains. 

 
 

We found a double decker bus to take us around to see some of the main sights, like the 
Hong Kong Observation Wheel and the Golden Bauhinia Square. 

One of the highlights was stumbling across an amazing dim sum restaurant, Ding Dim 1968, 
for lunch. The food was amazing, and the restaurant was conveniently located right next to 
the famous Man Mo Temple. This is one of the oldest temples in Hong Kong dedicated to 
Taoist gods and goddesses. It was filled with gorgeous statues and lit incense sticks to send 
prayers up to the gods. 



 

We also had a quick stop to look at some markets around Peel Street, which seemed to sell 
everything from fresh fruit to electronics to flowers to jade souvenirs clustered together.We 
also squeezed in a quick drive to the south side of the island. The road to the famous 
Stanley Beach wound around the coastline and looked a lot like coastal areas in Italy. It was 
also interesting to see lots of local having barbecues with fire pits on the shoreline, and 
racing dragon oats. 

  

 

  

We made it back to the airport in time for our flight to Ghangzhou, which ended u being 
delayed by bad weather. We finally made it to GUFE at around 3AM after about twenty-
seven hours in transit and about four hours of sleep!   

– Sophie Harwood 
 

Day Two! 

May 10, 2016 

After arriving to Guangzhou early in the morning, our first stop of the day after breakfast was 
an English class. This was a new experimental class run by the university, and had a really 
high level of English competency. We helped the teacher practise interview-style questions 
with the students and even some questions addressing cultural differences between 
Australian and Chinese workplaces. We also watched two students do an assessed 
presentation on the Australian film industry, which was probably as educational for us as it 
was for the Chinese students! 

 Our next stop was a meeting with the Dean of the university and other officials. This was a 
great way to discuss what we all hoped to gain from the trip (via our amazing translator 
Betty) and was a good starting point for the day. They then took us on a campus tour, then 



we went on to a traditional Cantonese lunch at a restaurant inside the campus. Like all the 
food we ate whilst we were in China, it was delicious, although its doubtful we’ll be adding 
roasted snails to our daily menu anytime soon! 

Our first presentation was after lunch. We spoke to approximately seventy students about 
UWA and then split into smaller groups to answer any questions they had about the 
university, Perth and the typical Australian lifestyle. All of these students are enrolled to 
come to UWA and most are simply waiting on the results of their final English exams, so it 
was great to meet them and get to know them. This meet-up was one of the highlights of the 
trip, as it gave us an opportunity to answer some questions that the Chinese organisers may 
not know the answer to, concerning university clubs, whether or not you need a bike to get 
around campus and, most importantly, where the best food is! 

  

After this we all split up to explore the university and nearby area. Some of us found heaven 
in a locally owned coffee shop and the rest of us explored the nearby markets, which seems 
to sell almost everything from fresh fruit to clothes to electronics. 

We met with the Dean of the university again for dinner, and then sprinted across the 
campus to enjoy a movie night with some students. We watched the Australian film Paper 
Planes, and did our best to point out all the scenes that had been filmed in Perth that had 
been used in the film. 

This first day in Guangzhou was when the trip seemed to start, and where all of the 
organisational work everyone has been putting in began to pay off. The students were really 
excited to talk to us, and we’ve been continuing to talk to them via weChat about how they 
are and when they will arrive. It’s exciting to know that they will be studying with us next 
semester, and hopefully we can help them transition smoothly into UWA. Day Three!  

–Sophie Harwood 

 

Day Three!  

May 11, 2016 

Day 3 was a day of a lot of travel, and a lot of presenting. We left GUFE early in the morning 
and headed to the Guandong University of Technology. We presented to some potential 
students, and then got a chance to sit down and speak to them over a delicious pork lunch. 
The students were all lovely, and we connected immediately. We only had limited time to 
spend at this university, just enough time to share WeChats and play a quick game of AFL, 
before moving on to the Guangzhou University. 

The Guangzhou University campus was huge and we were all impressed at the giant 
campus and wonderful facilities. We presented to the students and answered as many of 
their questions about Australia as we could! We also got a chance to have a look at their 
student market, which was made up of amazing stalls all run by the students. After stops for 
James to purchase quail eggs that he would later decide not to eat, we moved on to 
Guandong University of Finance. 

Feeling a bit worn down from the constant travel, our flagging spirits were quickly lifted by a 
terrific welcoming presentation delivered in fluent English by one of the students from the 
Guandong University of Finance. The student who spoke to us had clearly put in a lot of 
effort, and we all felt extremely grateful knowing how much work he’d put in. We felt 
honoured and truly welcomed that he had put so much effort into what must have been an 



extremely daunting experience. We then had some time to speak to the students, and make 
some quick friendships and again answer questions. 

Our final school was the South China University of Technology where we met some 
postgraduate students coming to UWA later this year. As we prepared for our presentation, 
and students began crowding in, we were surprised by an unintentional attempt to break the 
world record for the most people in the smallest room possible! But, we quickly adapted and 
presented for a final time to warm engagement from the students. We broke up into smaller 
groups to have dinner together and talk, and we laughed, ate and shared cultural knowledge 
for hours, as Tom Linnette attempted to break the record for the most anecdotes in a single 
conversation. 

Time had flown by, and as it hit 9pm we headed back to home base at GUFE. Once we 
arrived back on campus, although it had been a long day, we were excited by promises of 
chicken and beer with our new friends at GUFE. Some of the students came to pick us up 
and took us to a street food restaurant located just outside the campus. We stayed here until 
the early hours, teaching them Australian card games, enjoying traditional Cantonese food, 
and making new friends. We finally headed home in the earlier hours of the morning for 
some much needed rest.  

–Henry Roberts 
 

Day Four! 

May 12, 2016 

The first thing we noticed coming off the plane when arriving in Shandong was a drastic 
difference in temperature between the north and the south of China. Areas in the south have 
quite mild and humid weather but the north was significantly colder. Unfortunately that left 
someone of us (especially myself) feeling a bit under packed… However the cold 
temperature was definitely made up for with an extremely warm welcome from out hosts. We 
were met at the airport and were soon headed into the coastal town of Weihai. 

During the journey, we were each given a welcome pack that included local sim card with a 
generous amount of data and information about the fantastic city that we were headed 
towards. Our hosts were very keen to chat with us and told us all about their city, university 
and culture, as well as being very keen to learn more about where we came from, who we 
were and what we studied. The effort and attention to detail from the sim cards to the 
information brochure and friendly discussion was certainly very touching and demonstrated 
to us the value that our hosts placed on our relationship with their university. 

As we arrived in Weihai one of the more notable features was the beach positioned only a 
few metres from the gates of Shandong University of Weihai. In between the university and 
the beach there was a street lined with small pubs, which looked to be closed until the 
summer. There was also a variety of other shops more random in nature, one of which 
seemed to be a twenty four hour store selling only large inflatable animals. Our hotel was 
positioned at the end of the beach and had spectacular views of the ocean. 

After a short rest in the hotel we were soon on the move again as we attended a dinner with 
our hosts. We were taken to a local dumpling restaurant which was famous for its fish 
dumplings. We met a number of people from Shandong University and quickly evolved from 
introductions to personal stories and “gan bei‘s” (cheers). We enjoyed one of the best meals 

we had been treated to in China and quickly understood why the restaurant was so famous. 
After dinner we were all feeling the effects of multiple days of travelling and decided to rest 
up for the final few days. We returned to our hotel rooms in eager anticipation of the days to 
come. –Tom Linnette 



Day Five! 

May 24, 2016 

Following our day of full activities at Shandong University in Weihai (SDUW) yesterday, 
today we spent the day exploring the sights of Weihai. This is my list of my Top 5 things  
we did/saw in Weihai: 
 

 

  

5. Haisong Square Picture in Picture Public Art 
This is striking piece of public art called Haisong Square Picture in Picture that we visited. 

Made by renown Chinese sculpture, Fu Zhongwang, and composed entirely of copper, 
the sculpture aims to link the sea and the land, representing Weihai’s past, present and 
future. 
  

4. Ate Sea Cucumber! 
For dinner, we joined a few SDUW officials and were treated to Weihai’s speciality: 
seafood. There were so many delicious dishes on offer including fish, prawns, scallops 
and muscles; however, there was definitely one dish that stole the show: sea cucumber. 
While I’m unsure of whether I will be able to incorporate sea cucumber into my staple 
diet back home, I was very grateful for the opportunity to try one of Weihai’s greatest 
delicacies. 

3. The Happiness Gate  
This was our first stop of the day, at Weihai’s premier landmark, the Happiness Gate. 
The Gate is beautifully set, overlooking the harbour for onlookers to admire its grandeur, 
while providing a fleeting escape from the hustle and bustle of the city. The beauty of the 
Happiness Gate was only slightly overshadowed by the robot carts for hire. Not wanting 
to miss out on the opportunity of a lifetime, we hired four of them for seven minutes. 
Local onlookers gawked as we sped around the Happiness Gate in robots – it was a 
blast! That experience highlights one of the things I love most about China – how you’ve 
always got to expect the unexpected, then great things happen. 

 



 

 

2. Weihai Huancui Tower Park 
This park was simply beautiful. The cherry blossom-lined stairs to the entrance of the 
Tower was an absolute treat to walk up, beaten only by the breathtaking view from the 
top of the Huancui Tower. From the top floor of the Tower, you could walk around the 
balcony for a 360o view of Weihai. 
  

 
 

 1. Learnt to play Mahjong with the SDUW Students 

As has been the trend with the rest of the trip, spending time with the SDUW students 
was again the highlight of the day for me. After our dinner, they took us to play mahjong. 
Mahjong is a traditional Chinese game of skill, strategy and a little bit of luck. The 
students were patient with us as we slowly picked up the rules of the game. It was such 
a wonderful experience to be able to share parts of our culture with one another in such 
a friendly and authentic way.  

–Georgie Carey 

 

 

 

 
 



Day Six! 
 
May 25, 2016 
 
 

Beijing, the heart of Chinese history and also the final destination of our tour. On this leg of 
our journey, we joined by students from SDUW who were extremely hospitable and keen to 
get to know us more. 

The tempo in the capital was very different to what we experienced in Guangzhou and 
Weihai. We quickly got to know our tour guides and our first meal upon arriving in Beijing 
was Maccas, where we were able to interact with them and our Chinese friends. 

We quickly fuelled up before embarking on our cultural tour of the Chinese capital. From the 
airport our first stop was the Forbidden City. For some of us it was our first time seeing the it, 
for others like our Chinese friends, it’s been several years since they last saw it. When we 
arrived, we all stood in awe as we were greeted by the sheer size of the southern gate and 
the portrait of Mao Zedong overlooking Tiananmen Square. Our tour guide was well versed, 
answering all our questions and able to give us a quick history lesson; he even touched on 
the symbolic meanings attached to the Chinese flag. 

As we made our way into the Forbidden City, the absolute vastness produced an air of 
solemnity and the original of this landmarks name quickly dawned upon us. This was a 
whole different realm, benefitting only an emperor and his family. We were also introduced to 
the halls and palaces, we even managed to catch a glimpse of the throne! Our tour quickly 
came to a close as we exited via the north gate, this was definitely an experience we 
wouldn’t forget. 

Our next stop was a Chinese restaurant nearby our hotel. As we entered, a fragrant smell 
filled our noses and we were greeted by the dish which some might say is more renown that 
Beijing itself: Peking Duck. Served with pancakes, vegetables and a secret sauce, we were 
taught by one of the SDUW students who was a Beijing local on the proper way to wrap the 
pancakes. What a scrumptious meal to end our last night in Beijing, we even ordered a 
second duck! 

Our last stop for the night was the Olympic park and the Bird’s nest before we returned back 
to our hotel for some much needed rest. What an adventure we had! Beijing, we’ll be back 
for you soon!  

–Raychard Wong 
 

The Final Day… 

May 27,2016 

Day 8 was fast paced, yet memorable. We all awoke early and delved into our hotel 
breakfast, consisting of mostly Chinese foods, but also finally including some Western 
food….. toast. At 10am we said farewell to the Weihai students that travelled with us to 
Beijing, which certainly brought a tear to our eyes. Fortunately Antata (a student that 
needed to stay longer in Beijing), stayed with us and allowed us to maximise our last few 
hours in China before departing. We hopped on the Beijing subway and journeyed to a 
Hutong village, consisting of old buildings, a river and old structures. We took a tour on a 
three-wheeled bike and travelled around the village before shopping at a market. Tom’s 
purchase of some amazing Chinese clothes with a fancy looking hat are worth a 
mention, which he then wore for the rest of the day. 



After the markets we rushed back to the hotel to pack and catch our bus to the airport. 
The bus ride gave us time to reminisce and catch up on our never ending list of Wechat 
conversations. We ate our last Chinese meal at the airport before Tom, Emmelyn and I 
had a TLG Skype interview. We then headed off to our gate. After a 4 hour flight to Hong 
Kong we were forced to rush to the other side of the airport to catch our plane and just 
made it. 

Our trip had finally come to an end. Although we were exhausted, it was a satisfying 
feeling looking back on all of the memories we had created over the past eight days with 
some amazing people. It was clear that we would miss the students, the food, the fast-
paced travelling and the culture that we had immersed ourselves in. The China Tour 
2016 was a great success and we cannot wait until the students come to Perth so we 
can make them feel just as welcome as they made us feel.  

 

Staff Presentation 

June 6, 2016 

After writing our research papers, we wrapped up the trip with a presentation open to all staff 
at the Business School. The response was amazing with a large turnout filling up the EY 
Lecture Theatre. 

The powerpoint from our presentation is can be accessed with the link below! Our individual 
research papers also have more detail on our reflection reflections from the trip and our 
various recommendations for staff, the Business School and UWA as a whole. 

 Link to Presentation: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19y5gzsCJNT-
TObkEGteKfew4bkpKRDlQBZzStziDlKE/edit?usp=sharing 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19y5gzsCJNT-TObkEGteKfew4bkpKRDlQBZzStziDlKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19y5gzsCJNT-TObkEGteKfew4bkpKRDlQBZzStziDlKE/edit?usp=sharing

