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Welcome to UWA Blogs’ Blog 
 
by andrzej.gwizdalski | Feb 21, 2016 |   
 

 
 
Hi UWA Bloggers, 
 
Here is Andrzej, the main administrator of UWA Blogs. Here is the space where we’ll share all 
useful information, tips and reflections that will make your blogging skills and your websites/blogs 
even better. It’s easy and informal as blogging should be. 
 
I have been doing blogging for quite some time now and I thought I knew the tool quite well. The 
cool thing is I don’t. The structure of WordPress is relatively stable and easy to navigate so; you 
don’t need to be a geek to create some awesome blogs. But there always are new themes and 
features added making this tool very dynamic, flexible and creative and you will always end-up 
learning something new. So, that’s what I mean when I say I don’t know it all and that’s cool! 
 
Oh, and the image is not related to this message at all. It’s just nice to look at something green 
when everything is dry yellow at this time of the year in WA. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej.gwizdalski/


$500+ free to you 
 
by andrzej | Feb 28, 2016 |   

 
This is not a scam. You can get on average $500+ from UWA Blogs just like that. Do you want 
it? 
 
The only condition is that you must be UWA staff or student. If you are you can get a free 
website/blog powered by WordPress – fully functional and packed with premium themes and 
plugins with no costs for domain registration and hosting! This equals an average cost of $500 a 
year if you would like to pay it out of your own pocket. And do you know what the special deal is? 
You can have more than one weblog! YES, this means N x $500 free to you straight form UWA 
Blogs. 
 
Do you know how all of this happened? Here is a short story of UWA Blogs. 
 
Blogs have been used in education for more than 10 years and several staff members at UWA 
used blogs, especially WordPress to enhance their teaching and learning. But, they used it the 
old way i.e. purchasing the domain, paying for hosting and extra themes and plugins etc (or 
actually having someone from our IT or Multimedia staff do it for them). This wasn’t very effective 
and it was quite expensive. I know this because I did experiment with different blogging platforms 
(from Weebly to Blogger) when designing blogging assignments several years ago. The various 
options were either simplistic, unsuitable for education or unsafe (exposing students and staff’s 
private information).  The alternative to this was… well… Moodle or Blackboard blogs, which, if 
you know the power of WordPress, you would never call blogs and certainly not websites. 
 
And then about three years ago I came across Edublogs/CampussPress which is nothing else 
but WordPress for education – a full website hosting service powered by WordPress, super safe 
(they have an obsession about safety), affordable and used by some of the world top universities 
(e.g. Stanford, National University of Singapore). With the support of Phil Hancock and Michael 
Gillan from the Business School I successfully applied for a small grant ($3000), Improving 
Student Learning in the old good Centre for the Advancement of Teaching and Learning, CATL. 
We tested Edublogs/WordPress in one unit, EMPL3001 Globalisation and Work, as an 
assignment tool and it was a great success. 
 
I quickly realised we had a chance to give all UWA staff and students a powerful tool for truly 
digital education with endless possibilities.  Imagine that each of us can design their personal, 
professional and visually stunning websites, run empowering blogs, use these as engaging 
assignment tools and much more. It was the time for the next step. That’s when we successfully 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/
https://www.elegantthemes.com/blog/resources/a-general-pricing-guide-for-wordpress-websites
http://www.campuspress.com/


applied for the Education Futures Grant ($10,000) from the Centre for Education Futures in 2015. 
This funds allowed us to open UWA Blogs to all staff and students and really democratise digital 
creative education. 
 
Yes, you are lucky! You have a powerful digital tool for free. The grant covers the license fee for 
Edublogs/CampusPress and our rather symbolic administrative costs of implementing and 
servicing UWA Blogs platform. We were able to pay the license for 500 blogs till March 2017. But 
the sad and funny thing is that a license for an unlimited number of blogs costs only $12,000 
USD (around $16,500) a year. Sad, because we could not afford to pay the unlimited license so 
that everyone at UWA enjoys free website this year. Funny, because if you divide this price by 
the number of thousands of UWA staff and students, we would pay less than $ 0.50  (50 cents!) 
each for a value of $500 and much more if you have multiple websites! 
 
Can you see how lucky we are? Do you think that UWA (with an estimated $90 million operating 
surplus) could afford a $16,500 license fee that opens the doors to innovative digital education 
for all UWA staff and students? 
If you have any doubts, check out what our students think about our blogging project in the short 
video ‘The Impact of Blogging‘. 
 
Andrzej 

 

Well done! 
 
by andrzej | Apr 13, 2016 |   
 

 
 
I have just received an email from Eugene Brown, the manager of CampussPress ( CP this is the 
provider of our UWA Blogs platform) with some complements about our performance. Eugene, 
who oversees all CP blogging platforms at universities around the world (there are some heavy 
guns out there like Stanford) said that they were ‘very impressed with the quality of blog design 
and blogging at UWA Blogs platform’. 
 
So, well done everybody! 
 
just keep going this way 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/


Approaches to teaching – UWA Blogs in 
Business School 
 
by andrzej | Apr 21, 2016 |  
 

 
 
If you wish to know about innovative approaches to teaching by using UWA Blogs don’t miss the 
upcoming workshop in UWA Business School. 
 
Date: Wednesday 11

th
 May 

 
Time: 2.45pm to 3.45pm 
 
Location: Don Voelte & Nancy Keegan Case Study Room 1.01 
 
Overview: Dr Lee Partridge, Higher Education lecturer, will provide an overview of some of the 
different approaches to teaching that can improve and enrich the student learning 
experience.  Included in this session are presentations from two award winning lecturers:  Dr 
Andrzej Gwizdalski will present on the successful use of blogs as an assessment tool in 
education.  Dr Gwizdalski won an Improving Student Learning Competitive grant in 2015 for his 
project on blogs and will demonstrate how blogging in the classroom can have great benefits for 
students and teachers.  Dr Frank Liu will present on the use of socrative in large classes, an 
online tool to engage and assess students as learning happens.  Through the use of real-time 
questioning, result aggregation, and visualization, it provides an instant insight into levels of 
understanding to allow better use of class time to collaborate and grow as a community of 
learners. 
 
This is a ‘not to be missed’ opportunity to hear about some of the different activities staff in the 
Business School are using to improve the student learning experience. Please mark these dates 
and times in your calendars.  Please email catherine.vogel@uwa.edu.au if you would like to a 
attend any or all of the above events. 

 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/
https://webmail.staff.uwa.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=2n18Dqe-CwikI73Sc45UlleoRpk4qyL9ACOSZFQwz3l6J952lGnTCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoAYwBhAHQAaABlAHIAaQBuAGUALgB2AG8AZwBlAGwAQAB1AHcAYQAuAGUAZAB1AC4AYQB1AA..&URL=mailto%3acatherine.vogel%40uwa.edu.au


Students love blogs 
 
by andrzej.gwizdalski | Jun 27, 2016 |  
 

 
 
Another successful semester with happy blogging assignments! Our students in the Business 
School and the Arts had another chance to use blogs as their assignments. They designed and 
ran professional blogs that enhanced student’s digital literacy, engaged them in learning and 
improved their satisfaction with teaching. 
 
Here are a few samples of their blogs: Digital Ninjas Conquering Stereotypes; Higher Education 
and Globalisation; Privacy and Security in Digital Age. You may need to be logged in to UWA 
Blogs to see some of the blogs. 
 
The cool and practical thing is that our students may use these blogs as creative digital portfolios 
when applying for jobs! 
 
Here are some of the comments our students wrote in the unit survey: 
 
 
“I loved this assignment. It was a really interactive way to communicate with the class and Mike. I 
liked that I could write about things that were interesting to me, which I could research and 
further my own understanding of at the same time. I think blogging is a great alternative to an 
essay. I’ve not blogged in other units before, and I’d love to do more of it.” 
 
“This has been one of the most interesting and engaging assessments tools I have used during 
my entire degree. It has been a great opportunity to actually express your opinion and engage 
with the topics.” 
 
 
Happy blogging! 

 

 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej.gwizdalski/
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/digitalninjas/
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/franceskeenanliz1/
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/franceskeenanliz1/
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/thefridayproject/#.V3Cj344bhkE


UWA BLOGS keep growing 
 
by andrzej | Sep 1, 2016 |   
 

 
 
Our blogs are becoming more and more popular among our staff and students and that’s without 
much advertisement – word of mouth. 
 
We received a seed funding early this year and grew a strong plant out of it. The year is still not 
over, though. 
 
Every day there are new members and blogs being created while other may cease to exist after 
project completion (end of semester). On average, based on numbers from August 2016, we had 
200+ weblogs, 600+ registered users and over 3000 page views. That’s not bad! 

 

Learn from our students! 
 
by andrzej | Sep 8, 2016 |   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/


Our students are great! Innovative, creative and critical of the world around them. 
 
What happens when you give them the tool (UWA Blogs) to create media platforms? They’ll 
surprise you with stunning design and engaging content written from fresh perspectives. Just 
check out these media and learn from our students. 
 
If you are bored with reading the same media try alternative voices and see what the world may 
look like when mediated by our soon-to-be grad students. You may enjoy seeing and hearing 
strong voices of often under-represented groups. 
 
Please feel free to leave comments at the end of articles: 
 
PANDA DOWN UNDER – A guide to Australia for Chinese students – packed with useful tips 
(not only for Chinese students): http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/pandadownunder 
 
WONDERMENT – women’s perspective on politics, culture and society in the context of 
Australian and Asian relations: http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/wonderment 
 
FOOTPRINT – a handy guide for traveling the world safely, freely and independently: for girls by 
girls http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/footprint 
 
AUSTRALIAN CULTURAL APPRECIATION – knowing Australia’s contemporary arts and 
culture: http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/australianculturalappreciation 
 
FOR THE RECORD – alternative news with an edge for students and by 
students: http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/fortherecord 
 
CONSULPEDIA – useful tips for Australian and Chinese business 
relations: http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/consulpedia 

 

New Look 
 
by andrzej | Oct 31, 2016 |   
 

 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/pandadownunder
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/wonderment
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/footprint
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/australianculturalappreciation
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/fortherecord
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/consulpedia
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/


UWA Blogs will get a new face image (long overdue)! In the end UWA Blogs is UWA’s most 
powerful digital media creation tool available to all staff and students. We all can co-create our 
education and now we can do it with a creative flair! No more boring pages crowded with text! 
 
Here is the image that will welcome you when you visit UWA Blogs soon. 

 
Improve student experience with UWA 
Blogs – workshop 8 Feb 2017 
 
by andrzej | Dec 13, 2016 |   

 
 
Compared to other Australian universities, UWA student satisfaction with teaching and learning 
has been at its lowest in the last few years (one star out of five according to Australian 
Universities Ranking). A two-hour workshop will give you the tools to start making a difference. 
 
UWA Blogs is UWA’s own website-building platform that has been successfully used in class as 
an interactive transformational assignment tool. UWA Blogs led by Dr Andrzej Gwizdalski has 
recently been awarded the 2016 UWA Award for Exceptional Contribution to Education Futures. 
 
A two-hour workshop on Wednesday February 8

th
 will teach you how to use this powerful website 

and blogging tool that boosts student engagement, allows for creative collaboration with local 
and global communities and improves digital literacy. 
 
Book your place before the UWA holiday closedown. RSVP to Andrzej 
on andrzej.gwizdalski@uwa.edu.au 
Venue: SSCI: 1.49 
Time and Date: 10am-12noon, Wednesday February 8, 2017 
 
Dr Andrzej Gwizdalski is an award-winning teacher (UWA Excellence in Teaching 2014 and 
2015; Student Choice Award UWA Student Guild 2016). His leadership and initiative in improving 
student experience has been recognised through pioneering projects such as UWA Blogs and 
UWA’s One Button Video Recording Studio. 

 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/
mailto:andrzej.gwizdalski@uwa.edu.au


THE END OF UWA BLOGS – EVACUATE! 
 
by andrzej | Feb 14, 2017 |  

 

  
 
 
This is not a joke. I am deeply sorry to inform you that ‘UWA Blogs’, our weblogging platform, is 
closing down at the end of February 2017 – we were informed by the Centre for Education 
Futures last week. 
 
We are thankful for all your support and contributions to making UWA Blogs a great teaching and 
learning tool recognised for its student engagement locally and internationally. Just a few months 
ago we were distinguished with a 2016 UWA Award for Exceptional Contribution to Education 
Futures. 
 
I am aware that some of you may be disappointed with this decision and may be afraid of losing 
all the creative content you have designed over the last two years. But there is nothing to worry 
about. 
 
You can simply EXPORT your entire weblog with all its content as a file (see below), save it on 
your computer and then import to a new private server. We suggest using  
 
EDUBLOGS http://edublogs.org which provided the service for UWA Blogs in the first place. You 
can easily set up a safe educational FREE or PRO ($40 a year) account and import all weblogs 
you created in UWA Blogs. 
 
Thanks for your support and understanding, 
Andrzej 
 
See the chart on how to EXPORT A BLOG: 
 

 

 

http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/files/2017/02/Exporting-UWA-Blog-to-a-file-18897z5.png
http://blogs.uwa.edu.au/blog/author/andrzej/
http://edublogs.org/

