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Welcome to Legal Storytelling, the blog that will tell the story of our exciting new 
project, funded by UWA’s Centre for Education Futures. This is a project created to 
transform the teaching of critical thinking, analysis and communication skills in Law 
at UWA, by using a filmed narrative as the basis for law teaching throughout the core 
3-year Juris Doctor program. 

The project team will create a visual hypothetical fact scenario, drawing on different 
areas of law. The film will be used as the basis for problem-solving, role-plays, case 
studies and assessments throughout the degree. It will be developed incrementally 
and will be tailored for use in the core units of the degree, gradually incorporating 
different elements of substantive law as well as a range of moral, ethical, 
professional and personal challenges that commonly arise in legal practice. This will 
result in an integrated and comprehensive ‘capstone experience’ across the 3 years 
of the JD program. 

 

 



Meet the Legal Storytelling Team 

February 8, 2016 

There are seven members of the project team, all of whom work in the Law Faculty 
at UWA 

Project Leader, Dr Natalie Skead 

 

Ms Penny Carruthers 

 
  

Ms Kate Offer 
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Dr Renae Barker 

 
  

Ms Tracey Atkins 

 
 

Dr Jill Howieson 

 
 

 Ms Meredith Blake 
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One step further down the road 

March 2, 2016 

We had a very productive group meeting on the 22nd of February. The most 
important event was the viewing of the visual scenario created by our student 
research assistant,  Ms Holly Gretton, second year JD student.  Holly had 
researched a number of different types of modalities, including Second Life and 
Moviestorm but ultimately settled on Go Animate, which she decided was the most 
user-friendly. The short video she created was engaging and visually appealing and 
the Legal Storytelling group decided to accept her recommendation and use 
GoAnimate to create the longer narrative. 

And here’s the lovely Holly (Photo taken at her 21st!) 

 
Next steps… 

Jill Howieson of our group has prepared a document for us to populate with details 
of: 
1. issues raised in the video that are relevant to our units 
2. in- or out-of-class exercise that we can introduce to draw on those issues 
3. issues that need to be included for our units 
4. how these issues can be integrated into the plot/video-content 

We have agreed to complete the document for each of our units by 14 March.  At 
that point, we will have a meeting with all other unit coordinators in the JD 
programme to introduce them to our idea. 

Stay tuned for the April blog post … 
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A slight change in direction 

April 11, 2016 

This month we welcome a new member to the team! Welcome Ambelin 
Kwaymullina! 

 
  

The following is taken from Ambelin’s UWA staff profile: 

Ambelin Kwaymullina is an Aboriginal academic who comes from the Palyku 

people of the Pilbara region of Western Australia. She is an Assistant Professor at 

the Law School and teaches across a number of areas including Administrative 

Law and Indigenous Peoples in the Law. She researches in the areas of public 

law, Indigenous research methodologies, Indigenous knowledges and creative 

expressions, and Indigenous legal systems. Before coming to the University 

Ambelin worked for over seven years in government and politics. In addition to 

her work at the University Ambelin is an award winning creative writer and 

illustrator. 

Ambelin has been brought on board to assist with the writing of the script. (It’s not 
every day you get an award-winning author to assist with a creative project!). This 
script may well build on the material we had already identified for each of our 
subjects. One of Ambelin’s main roles, however, is to make sure that the script is 
consistent with equity and diversity principles. The group feels that this is an 
extremely positive move forward and we are excited and fortunate to have Ambelin 
joining us. 

This move towards a more culturally sensitive project means that we will 
probably move away from the format we had previously decided upon.  Ambelin’s 
view was the video introduced stereotypes and did not accommodate diversity at all. 
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She noted that introducing diversity into cartoons was notoriously difficult so the 
thought was that the scenario may need to be filmed, allowing us to use student 
actors introduce a more realistic representation of students and a wider and more 
diverse group of people to the project.  

On –track 

June 17,2016 

The project continues on track – Amber is currently putting the finishing touches to 
the script. The target date to have the draft script is the 30th of June and we will well 
and truly meet that deadline (despite exam marking! Bravo Amber!). 

Once we have the draft script, the next step will be to circulate the narrative  to 
teachers in the core JD program for review and feedback. Once we have 
incorporated the feedback, the next crucial step will be to create the actual 
screenplay and recruit actors. 

We are all glad that we have taken the decision to film the scenario rather than use 
an animation, as was originally planned. As well as Amber, whose had written 
extensively on the issue of diversity of representation, Nat has been doing some 
reading around representation in animation. She has come to the conclusion that 
animation is fraught with difficulties regarding representation of minorities. For those 
reasons, it was, we feel, a very good decision to steer away from the use of 
animation in this project. 

Nat has also contacted Akos Bruz, the Senior Producer at UWA’s Pawsey 
Supercomputing Centre. Akos has done some filming for her  in the past and 
fortunately, he is both available and willing to work with us on this. 

On an interesting side note for this who have been following Cleverman and the 
consequent discussion on Indigenous speculative fiction, Amber wrote a recent blog 
post on Indigenous superheroes and Indigenous Futurisms:  
http://alphareader.blogspot.com.au/2016/05/reflecting-on-indigenous-superheroes.html 

 

The Script 

August 23, 2016 

Our wonderful script-writer Amber has completed the script and circulated it to all 
interested parties.  The script involves an idealistic young lawyer, Jessica Justice, 
who is trying to help one Lily Lane, who owns a property in the South-West that is 
under threat from noxious smoke, copper mines. Lily is also having a dispute with a 
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neighbour.  The script covers many different legal issues as well as showing Jessica 
navigating some professional issues of her own. 

Feedback on the script has been received and the next task is to adjust the script to 
take that feedback into account. We also need to work out what props we need (eg a 
toy cat) for the filming. Several students have been approached and are happy to 
take part as actors. 

So the broad tasks for the next 3 months are:  

i. Complete script and list of props 

ii. Find or make props 

iii. Casting 

iv. Rehearsals 

v. Filming 

  

‘Tis Done! 

January 30, 2017 

So much has happened since the last blog post! 

In September we met with our director, Reid Smith (from Smith & Weston –
http://www.smithandwestonco.com) as well as Akos Bruz who is the Senior Video 
Production Officer at iVEC@UWA and had a very useful discussion about the 
logistics of filming the script. So much to think about! Casting, location, props, timing 
– a very complex endeavour. 
 

Shortly afterwards, Reid sent through the formatted script, which gave us much more 
of an idea about how the film was actually going to look. The script, written by award 
winning author and our colleague Ambelin Kwaymullina, became a working 
document once these changes had been made – we could see just what the actors 
were required to do to bring the story to life. The script had been broken down into 
scenes and locations for the scenes were noted. For example, the first scene (SC1) 
was to be shot as an interior scene (INT) during the daytime at the offices of our 
fictional law firm Truhart & Goode: 

SC 1. 
INT – Truhart & Goode Legal Office – DAY 
 
The formatted script also contained ‘action’ guidelines i.e., what the characters do, 
rather than just what they are saying. Here is the introduction to our hero, Ms Jessica 
Justice in Scene 1: 
 

http://www.smithandwestonco.com/


An anxious looking young lawyer JESSICA JUSTICE sits at a desk. A sign on the wall behind 

her reads in large letters ‘The Law Firm of Truhart and Goode’. 
 

Jessica nervously arranges and rearranges the pens, stapler and notepad upon her desk, 

making tiny adjustments to line everything up perfectly. 
 

The door opens, a man dressed in a suit comes in, TRUHART. 
 

JESSICA leaps to her feet, simultaneously scattering all the things she has just carefully 

arranged. 
 

In addition to reviewing the formatted script and making some all-important ‘tweaks’ 
along the way, decisions were made about casting our actors. We were very lucky to 
find a number of willing and able Law students who can actually act (!!) to play the 
main characters and the project team members to play extras. 

The CAST: 

Jessica Justice: Monica 

Mr Truhart: Liam 

Lily Lane: Madeleine 

Rosy Parker: Daphne 

Sam Shark: Tom 

Bob Bland: Micah 

Lilly’s Grandmother: Liz 

 

Noxious smoke and important corporate types Law staff extras: Meredith, Lucy, 
Penny, Natalie, Jill and Kate 

The role of St George’s Terrace, the wall supporting Lilly Lane’s house and the 
South West was, of course, played by the UWA Law School. 

After a number of rehearsals, our talented cast arrived for filming on 30 October. 
Here’s a few shots from our ‘green room’ – the Moot Court in the Law School. 



 
  

 
  

Lily Lane, Bob Bland and an ‘extra’ waiting for their cue: 
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Here are some shots from filming on the day: The St Georges Terrace Scene 

   
And the scene outside the property in the ‘south west’: 

 
 

The south west ‘property’! 
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The day was a fairly long one. We started at 12, with filming finally wrapping up at 
about 5pm. Catering provided by Natalie and the Boatshed, Cottesloe. Lucky us! 

On November the 7th, the project team got to see the first edit of the film and we had 
an opportunity to make comments and give feedback. After receiving feedback and 
editing the draft the final version of the film was viewed by all staff at the Law School 
Planning Day on 14 December 2016 to, it must be said, great critical acclaim! 

The film is done! But the work now begins …. 

On January 24th, the project team, via Penny, sent an email to the co-ordinators of 
all first year units, reminding people of just what the project involved and how the film 
can be used in the teaching of law units in the JD, for example, . as the basis of 
problem-solving activities, role-plays, and case studies in our first year units. As 
noted in the email,  
 
“The aim of this project was to enhance student engagement, critical thinking, legal problem-

solving and communication; and to provide a more cohesive and integrated capstone 

learning experience for all JD students as well as building a learning community across year 

groups to enhance a sense of belonging, connectedness and well-being. It is also very useful 

that the film presents the facts in a visual way, and not just in the standard written format, 

and that a number of legal issues are raised crossing different discipline areas. The film 

therefore better mimics the way problem scenarios are raised in real life. It is also hoped that 

the film provides a bit of fun as well!” 
 
We hope that the film will be embraced by our colleagues in the Law School and will 
provide a cohesive and enjoyable way to enhance student engagement and well-
being in the UWA Law School. 

To read more about the project see,’We all love a good story: Using storytelling to 

improve learning and teaching in law’ which can be accessed at the Blackstone 
Society’s Journal, ‘The Onyx’ at http://www.blackstone.asn.au/the-onyx-journal/ 
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