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First Workshop 
 
We had our first workshop for the Mentoring Scheme on April 20, titled “Publishing 
and Publications,” followed by an informal get together at the University Club. 
Professors Lyn Parker and Pam Nilan led our discussion, sharing their experiences 
of publishing with their students and helping recent graduates revise their work for 
publication. We had over thirty attendees at the workshop, almost all of whom had 
signed up for the mentoring study. 
 

 
The crowd included Ph.D. students, recent doctoral graduates, Honorary Research 
Fellows, early career researchers, and established academics. 
 
 



 
Professor Nilan and Professor Parker after the workshop 
 

  
Get together after the workshop 
 
 
Michael’s Thoughts: 
 
While listening to the measured and frank presentations offered by Professor Parker 
and Professor Nilan, I was struck by how incredibly different research and 
publication are in the humanities when compared to the social sciences. One major 
difference (that has immediate relevance for the shear numbers of publication 
outputs) is the apparent prevalence of multiple authorship in the social sciences. In 
fields like history (mine), classics, or literature studies almost everything that gets 
published is written entirely by one author, who also does all of the research. When 
authors collaborate, it often takes the form of sections that are then stitched 
together into one piece. It’s how we work and how we think. It also is the source of 
no small amount of frustration and bitterness that our method takes more time and 
makes intense demands on the sole author (it will never keep up with publishing 
numbers in the sciences for example). The publishing world outlined by 
Professor Nilan and Professor Parker, however, was very different. In the 
experiences they shared, raw data could be mined and remined 



by researchers collaborating as a team. Professor Nilan, for example, often co 
publishes with her doctoral students, and she views that process as an important 
part of the pedagogy she offers to her students. I think this dissimilarity reflects 
fundamental differences in methodology and the 
evidence on which our research is based (as well as how this evidence is stored and 
accessed–you can’t just hand someone your own understanding of Plautus to work 
on unless you exhaustively write it up first). How can we provide equally sage advice 
to early career researchers in the humanities? 
. 

 
Second Workshop 
 
We had our second series of workshops for the Mentoring Scheme on June 2, titled 
“How to write an abstract,” and “How to Present Your Research.” These workshops 
were part of the preparation for a conference style workshop on June 30. These 
linked events will be a chance for research students to share their research, and gain 
valuable experience in writing an abstract and presenting a paper – in a friendly, 
supportive atmosphere. Participants will have two presentation options: a 10minute 
paper for students early in their candidature, and a 20minute paper for those further 
along in their studies. 
 

 
 
Professor Ludewig led the first workshop on June 2, “How to write an abstract.” After 
the workshop the participants took a photo together. 
 



  
 
Dr. Sanna Peden and Dr. Meriel Griffiths led the second workshop “How to Present 
Your Research.” Their workshop was an interactive group activity, modelled on 
successful 5minute thesis presentations. 

 
Third Workshop Series 
 
We’ve recently finished a four week workshop series, led by Professor Richard Nile, 
soon to be the new Chair of Australian History and Head of Humanities at James 
Cook University. Professor Nile ran an intensive master class series on scholarly 
writing for publication. The group met for four sessions from 10.0012.00 
in the MMC’s Collaborative Learning Studio (room 2.31) on July 22, July 29, August 
5, and August 12. 
 
We would like to thank Professor Nile for a great series of classes! 
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